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DID YOU KNOW?

500&

PLASTIC STRAWS ARE THE 7TH MOST
COLLECTED ITEMS FROM BEACHES

A BRIEF HISTORY OF

1888
Paper straws were first 
invented. While 
drinking a Mint Julep 
Marvin Stone wrapped 
paper around a pencil 
and glued it together to 
prevent his reed straw 
going soggy.

1930s
Joseph Friedman 
invented the bendy 
straw by winding 
cotton around a screw 
inside a straw to create 
indents allowing it to 
bend.

1884
Dickens wrote of the 
pleasure of drinking a 
Sherry Cobbler through 
a reed straw in
‘Martin Chuzzlewit’.

1900s
Reed straws or paper 
ones were used to 
prevent the spread of 
disease in America’s 
soda fountains.

1950s
Plastic straws become 
popular as a regular 
addition to fast food 
purchases.2015

A film of a sea turtle 
with a plastic straw in 
its nose raised global 
awareness of the 
problem with straws 
and their e�ect on 
marine life[3]

2018
David Attenborough’s 
Blue Planet II “opened 
peoples eyes to the 
damage we’re doing to 
our oceans and the 
creatures that live in 
them.”2021

EU deadline for phasing 
out single-use plastics.

SO WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH

Plastic Straws have become an unsightly mess across beaches of the world.

Plastic straws can take up to

200 YEARS

HARM

to degrade[5]

OCEANS
They blow into

from landfills and trash

Fish and other marine life
consume plastic causing them

2050
BY THE YEAR

100,000
AT LEAST

PLASTIC DEBRIS

As plastics enter the food chain 
they can harm humans too.

More than 50% of the world 
population (of humans) might 
have microplastics in their 
stools [8]

#TAKEACTION
Of the 8.3 billion metric tons of plastic ever

produced only 9% has been recycled [6]

SAY NO

Ask for non plastic straws 
when you eat out

Use metal or glass 
alternatives that can 
be reused

Spread the word and 
encourage your friends 
and family to reduce 
their use of single-use 
plastics

Or even better none 
at all

ACTION         www.trvst.world/action/non-plastic-straws/

History of Plastic Straws     www.trvst.world/inspiration/history-of-plastic-straws/

Environmental Impact of Plastic Straws  www.trvst.world/inspiration/environmental-impact-of-plastic-straws/
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